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Attractive Points Of Investment In Rural
Tourism In The Western Countryside Of
Homs Governorate And The
Accompanying Challenges

Abstract:

The study aims to present the most important challenges of
investment in rural tourism, in addition to shedding light on the
personal characteristics and demographic, economic, social and
cultural data of farmers in the western countryside of Homs
Governorate. To achieve the previous goals, a questionnaire was
implemented on a random sample of /300/ questionnaires in six
villages from the western countryside of Homs Governorate (Al-
Kafroun - Habanamra - Marmarita - Alsuwayri - Hazor - Fahel).
The results of the study showed that farmers’ lack of conviction in
the economic, social and environmental importance of rural tourism
was one of the first challenges facing this type of investment, with a
relative importance of 82.2%, followed by the difficulty of
procedures for obtaining loans for investment, with a relative
importance of 45.6%, as for the lack of experience necessary to
manage this investment. And the low knowledge of how to employ
the environment and nature as manifestations of tourist attractions,
as they got the third and fourth places, respectively (43.8-45.2%),
and the weakness of advertising programs supporting rural tourism
constituted the fifth challenge for farmers wishing to invest 40%,
the rest of the factors related to the availability of capital and
infrastructure in the region In addition to the absence of the role of
agricultural guidance, it was one of the discouraging challenges to
start this investment. The study recommended increasing the
dissemination of new ideas about investment technology in rural
tourism, in addition to overcoming the obstacles and challenges
facing farmers in order to improve their living situation, especially
financial obstacles, by providing facilities to help them start this
investment in support of agricultural work.

Key words: Rural Tourism, Sustainable Development, Investment
Guide, Green Architecture.
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