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Classifying the soils of Al Rastan area in Homs

Governorate according to the Soil productive capability

Abstract

This research aimed to classify some soils in Al Rastan erea at
the north of Homs Governorate according to the productive
capability of these soils and put them in grades from 1 to 8
degrees. This classification is approved by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform in Syria, the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), and the US Department of
Agriculture.

The results of the study showed absence of the seventh and
eighth grades in most of the sites, and this indicates a good
productivity capability in general for the soils of Al Rastan area.
The reclaimable section (grade 5) which can be used later in
agriculture, appeared by about (13%) of the total samples.

The remaining part (grades 6 and 7), which is difficult to use in
agriculture and can be used as pasture, accounted for about
10% of the total samples.

Grade (8) achieved the lowest percentage of appearance among
the rest of the grades at only 3%, all of it appeared in sites of
poor fertility, which is a low percentage found in rocky areas
only.

The research showed the importance of soil classification
according to its productive capability. Therefore, we
recommend adopting the classification of the productive
capacity of the soil as one of the most important factors
affecting the determination of land use, and the establishment
of an electronic database to classify the productive capacity of

Keywords: productive capacity, soil classification
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