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Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the personal and technical
characteristics of medicinal and aromatic crop farmers, identifying
their extension needs and their relationship to some personal and
technical variables, and to learn about the problems facing those
farmers and their procedures to solve them.

The study reached many results, the most important of which are:
The majority of the respondents (93.7%) were farmers whose
upbringing was rural, (41%) of the respondents were honest, and
(52.7%) were farmers whose family members were large in
percentage, while those whose family members were small in
number did not exceed (18.3%), and the vast majority of the
respondents are married (93%), and the majority of the respondents
are owners of large holdings (77.3%), and (70.3%) have years of
work in the cultivation of medicinal and aromatic crops, ten years
or less, and (62) of The farmers were older than 50 years, and about
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half of the respondents (45.3%) chose to cultivate these crops due
to their high selling prices and low production costs, and (85%) of
the farmers their primary reliance for obtainig agricultural
information regarding the cultivation of medicinal and aromatic
crops is in agricultural engineers and agricultural pharmacies, it
was also found that about half of the respondents had an average
level of guidance need in all agricultural practices for medicinal
and aromatic crop growers (53.7%), as it became clear that there
was an inverse significant relationship between the total level of
need and both (age and number of years of work). In agriculture,
the results of the study showed that the most recurring problems
are: the high costs of producing medicinal and aromatic crops,
including seeds, fertilisers, plowing, and harvesting, by (88%),
followed by the lack of extension services provided to farmers by
(53%). The most important recommendations of the research were:
implementing extension programs, especially for farmers with less
income. Educational level, exposing farmers to training courses on
the process of sowing land, irrigation, fertilization, and pest control
to meet needs and increase information and skills. To reach the
lowest percentage of need.

Keywords: Extension need - medicinal and aromatic plants - the
eastern region of Syria.
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