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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the impact of the protected agriculture
extension program on promoting the adoption of 10 recommended
protected agriculture technologies by protected agriculture farmers. A
sample of 200 farmers was selected (100 included in the protected
agriculture extension program and 100 not). Data was collected from
the selected sample through personal interviews. The Sten score was
used to measure the degree of farmers' adoption of the 10
aforementioned technologies. A t-test was used to analyze the data to
determine the impact of the extension program on the degree of
dissemination and adoption of the recommended protected agriculture
technologies by farmers, both those included in the program and those
not included in the program. Overall, the results of the t-test showed
that the difference between the degree of adoption of the 10
technologies by farmers included in the program and those not included
in the program was significant (Sig = 0.35), with a t-value of 0.94.
This means that the program was not sufficiently effective in increasing
farmers' adoption of the recommended technologies compared to those
not covered by the program, for reasons that may be related to the

nature of these technologies. Alternatively, farmers who did not
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participate in the program may have used other sources to compensate
for the information and activities provided by the protected agriculture
extension program, such as agricultural pharmacies, the internet for
electronic/digital extension, or the experience gained from parents and
neighbors. Information, advice, and recommendations from the
extension program may have leaked to them through other individuals
who had attended or heard about the program's activities, enabling them
to bridge the gap in their adoption of the technologies compared to
those covered by the extension program. The study recommended
increasing farmers' communication with agricultural extension specialists
and frequent attendance at extension activities related to protected
agriculture technologies, which would increase the adoption of the

recommended technologies for protected agriculture

Keywords: Extent of Adoption, Sten Score, Improved practices,

Extension programme.
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