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Evaluation of agricultural policies applied to almond crops in the eastern
countryside of Homs Governorate

Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the agricultural policies applied to almond trees
in the eastern countryside of Homs Governorate, using the Policy Analysis
Matrix (PAM) methodology to measure the impact of market distortions and
government policies on crop profitability and resource allocation efficiency.
Primary data were collected from a simple random sample of (266) farmers
during the 2022/2023&2023/2024 agricultural seasons, the results showed a
significant increase in the costs of both tradable and non-tradable inputs in both
growing seasons, coupled with a relative decrease in revenues in 2024, this led
to a decline in the profitability of almond farmers. The research concluded that
the efficiency of local resources used in almond production has deteriorated,
as the DRC index rose from (0.82) to (1.44), indicating a loss of the
comparative advantage of almond crop production in 2024. The policy analysis
matrix indicators revealed a shift in product support, as the SRP moved from
(-0.05) mean a slight implicit tax burden, to (0.11) mean indicating actual
support actual support, as a result of the increase in relative support for the
product in light of the losses.

The research recommends reconsidering agricultural policies to ensure
sustainable production and improve economic profitability, and directing
support towards basic inputs to alleviate the burdens on producers in light of
rising costs and declining productivity .
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