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Evaluating the Impact of Agricultural Loans on Improving the Living
Standard of Farmers in Homs Governorate

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the impact of agricultural loans provided by the
Cooperative Agricultural Bank on improving the living standards of farmers in
Homs Governorate. It relied on primary data collected through a
questionnaire, and a non-random (snowball) sampling method was used due
to the confidentiality of the bank's data and the lack of a random sampling
frame. The sample consisted of 24 farmers who had benefited from the loans,
which is one of the study's limitations — the results are interpreted within this
specific context and cannot be statistically generalized to the entire
governorate. In exploratory studies and under difficult field conditions (such
as the war and crisis in Syria), this sample size is considered acceptable for
providing preliminary indicators rather than definitive conclusions. Descriptive
analysis tools were used in accordance with the data type. The results
showed that 53.3% of the loans were short-term, and their impact on the
production structure was limited, as the ownership of agricultural holdings
remained unchanged (the proportion of landowners remained at
approximately 85%), with a slight improvement in the use of mechanized
equipment and reliance on solar energy (the number of users increased from
3to11 respondents). The loans also helped reorganize household spending
priorities, particularly in the areas of energy and transportation, but they failed
to address structural problems such as the stability of agricultural transport.

Based on the farmers' suggestions, the study recommended shifting towards
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long—term loans, reducing interest rates and bureaucratic procedures, raising

financing ceilings, and involving farmers in shaping future lending policies.

Keywords: Agricultural Cooperative Bank _ Agricultural Loans _ Standard of

living — Homs Governorate.
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