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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the impact of socioeconomic factors on the
adoption of protected agriculture extension program technologies in
Tartous. Several personal factors of farmers were examined (age« marital
status¢ family size¢ education levelc and experience in protected
agriculture) and economic factors (land sizec number of greenhouses
owned¢ total income« and type of landholding). To achieve these
objectives« a questionnaire was administered to a sample of 200 farmers
distributed across eight extension units in Tartous. Analysis of variance
(ANOVA) was used to analyze the impact of socioeconomic factors on
farmers' adoption of the recommended protected agriculture technologies.
The F-value was 3.89 and the sin = 0.02 for the type of landholding
variable« while the F-value was 51.99 and the sin = 0.001 for the total
income variable. This can be interpreted as indicating that higher
adoption rates when land is owned reflect farmers’ motivation to generate
more revenue and their reluctance to incur increased costs associated with
rented or other types of landholdings. By measuring the correlation using
Pearson's correlation coefficientc a positive relationship was found
between the independent variable« the number of greenhouses: and the
dependent variable« farmers' adoption of modern technologies. The
coefficient was estimated at 0.17 with a significance of 0.02. The study
recommended the need to pay attention to the educational level of
greenhouse farmers¢< improving their educational levelc as their
acceptance and application of modern technologies increases with their
educational level. Long experience in agriculture may be an obstacle to
adopting the recommended extension technologies due to the farmer's
unwillingness to give up what he is accustomed to. More attention should
be paid to farmers who have recently started practicing this profession.
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