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Syntactic Shift

In the Poetry Collection The Traveler’s Head by Saif Al-Rahbi

Gehan Saad Bilal

Master’s Degree in Arabic Language and Literature

Abstract:

This research aims to explore the role of syntactic deviation in the poetics
of the collection *Ra’s al-Musafir* (The Traveler’s Head) by the Omani poet
Saif Al-Rahbi. The study begins with an introduction outlining the rationale,
objectives, and methodology, followed by an overview of the concept of
deviation. It then proceeds to examine and analyze the most prominent
patterns of syntactic deviation found in the collection. It starts with the
technique of *tagdim wa-ta’khir* (syntactic inversion/reordering),
highlighting its significance in revealing the poet’s vision of alienation and its
impact on the reader. Next, it addresses deviation through ellipsis (*hadhf*),
revealing how it liberates the text from direct, fixed meanings and opens
avenues for reader interpretation. Finally, the study examines the device of
*iltifat* (shifting/transitioning between grammatical persons or modes of
address), which helps save Al-Rahbi’s text from monotony and rigidity, before
concluding with a summary of the findings.

Keywords:

Saif Al-Rahbi, *The Traveler’s Head*, deviation, fronting and inversion,
ellipsis, and *iltifat* (shift in mode of address).
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