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The philosophy of education and building the fragile
individual in crisis-ridden societies

Abstract:

This research seeks to explore the dialectical relationship between
education—as a philosophical and ethical act—and the formation of the so-
called "fragile human" within the contexts of social, political, and economic
crises experienced by many societies, particularly contemporary Arab ones.
The study proceeds from the premise that when education loses its
philosophical horizon and transforms into a tool for adaptation and conformity,
it produces a human subject in crisis—one devoid of the capacity for
resistance, interpretation, and choice. This state contrasts with what Judith
Butler terms a "grievable life," as opposed to a life that does not count as a life
at all. Employing a critical-analytical approach and drawing upon Western and
Arab philosophy of education literature, the research constructs a theoretical
framework for the concept of "educational fragility,” deconstructs its
mechanisms, and proposes philosophical avenues to transcend it. It advocates
for a transformative, emancipatory education capable of restoring the human
being’s status as a bearer of values rather than merely a social function. The
study concludes that reconstructing the human subject in societies in crisis
requires an education grounded in critique, meaning, and responsibility, rather
than in conformity and fear.

Keywords: Philosophy of education — The fragile human — Societies in crisis.
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