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Linguistic Meaning: Between Convention and Context
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Department of Arabic Literature, Faculty of Arts, Homs University

Abstract:

Undoubtedly, spoken language—through its words—conveys two types of meaning: literal
(lexical/conventional) meaning and figurative (contextual) meaning—or what Abd al-Qahir
al-Jurjani termed "meaning" and "the meaning of meaning." "Meaning" refers to the
word's conventional, lexical signification—the sense a single word holds before entering
into the syntactic and contextual relationships with neighboring words that collectively

form a verbal image with a specific significance: "the meaning of meaning."

This research aims to examine the semantics of words as they shift between conventional

definition and contextual usage, taking the poetry of Abu Firas al-Hamdani as a case study.

Keywords:

Signification, center, margin, word, meaning, convention, context, syntactic arrangement.
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