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Abstract

Popular traditions have always been part and parcel of any literature,
especially drama. They are interwoven in drama as they have a
significant influence on people and can approach their lives.
Playwrights, through popular traditions, raised issues of interest to
Arabs. Therefore, they concentrated on biographies, epics and folk
tales.

Mamdouh Adwan gave this kind of literature a priority, so he utilized
the popular heritage, ancient and modern, in his plays. The popular
references he depended on were clear in most of his plays. The popular
heritage was mostly obvious in two plays; namely, ‘Kings’ Tales’
(Hikayat EI-Mulouk) which events were inspired from some tales from
(One Thousand and One Nights). He reshaped the character of
Scheherazade in a way that made it go with the spirit of the age. In
‘Seferberlik, Days of Hunger’; however, he concentrated on the folk
tale he read in the documents of the Syrian Countryside people who
described how they lived in the phase prior to the First World War that
resulted in the collapse of the Ottoman Empire.

The craft of the playwright in those two plays was obvious due to
handling issues related to the Arabic mindset, and reviving the most
important book the Oriental Civilization had ever produced into a
realistic popular work. He also described the suffering of people based
on their reality and memories over a period of time that is still
flagrantly vivid affecting their present and future.

Keywords: popular references, Mamdouh Adwan, theater,
popular literature, folk tale
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