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Language mechanisms in the manipulation by
medias: the notion of « spring » between
revolution and counter-revolution as an example

Abir ALALI
Professor of linguistics and language sciences
Higher National Institut of languages
Homs —Syria
abir.alali@gmail.com

Abstract

In this article, we are trying to spotlight some linguistic mechanisms used
by written press, in the United states and in Europe in particular, to
recycle the notion of « spring » and to reuse it on a large scale to describe
the bloody revolutionary situations experienced by most countries being
under American or European influence. To achieve this goal, we will
explore the historical evolution of the notion of « spring » between the
two poles: revolution and counter-revolution. We will also show how «
spring » as a form let lots of external meanings compared to those in the
notional domain pass under its softness, and how it represents the
misinterpretation most often.

Keywords: spring, notion, revolution, extension, antithesis
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O’Sullivan, John. (1839), « The Great Nation of Futurity », in United States Magazine
and Democratic Review
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« Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of universal
enfranchisement. Equality of rights is the cynosure of our union of States...\We move
onward to the fulfillment of our mission--to the entire development of the principle of
our organization--freedom of conscience, freedom of person, freedom of trade and

business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality »
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«The choice here is stark and simple, the Bible says : | have set before

you life and death, therefore, choose life. The time has arrived for
everyone in this conflict to choose peace, and hope, and life »
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« Blessed flag...covers all eastern and western extents of the Earth, filling the world with
the truth and justice of Islam and putting an end to the falsehood and tyranny of
jahiliyyah [state of ignorance] »
Joscelyn, Thomas. (29 September 2015). « US counterterrorism efforts in Syria : A
winning strategy ? ». Long War Journal.
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O’Sullivan, John. (1845), « Annexation », in United States Magazine and Democratic
Review 17, no. 1 (july-august 1845), pp. 5-10
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LaBerge, Bryan. (2003), George W. Bush : in the Whirlwind, Trafford Publishing,
Bloomington, p. 242
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« The logic is clear < propaganda is to a democracy what the bludgeon is

to a totalitarian state and that’s wise and good because again the
common interests elude the bewildered herd, they can't figure them out
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https://news.un.org/ar/audio/2015/11/341292
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« effectively depoliticized with daily infusions of nonsense news by a media hell-bent

on securing maximum profits » https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/article_1007jsp/
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https://chomsky.info/199201 /
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« The first thing you say is, we’re not here to save the media that gave
you George Bush in a stolen election of 2000 or gave you the war in Iraq.
I mean, that was a lousy media system [..]. let’s save some journalists.

Let’s save the concept of gathering information and speaking truth to
47
power *»
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Reason®

« Arab Spring : Made in Washington ? »
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Chomsky accuses the media of indoctrinating the public with « what amounts to a form
of self-imposed totalitarianism, with the bewildered herd marginalised, directed
elsewhere, terrified, screaming patriotic slogans, fearing for their lives and admiring
with awe the leader who saved them from destruction ». Ibid.
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Walker, Jesse. « Arab Spring : Made in Washington? », Reason Online, May 2, 2005
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Honeste, Marie-Luce. (2015), « Une approche expérientielle de la sémantique lexicale »,
In : Intellectica. Revue de I'Association pour la Recherche Cognitive, n°64, 2015/2.
Sciences de la cognition : réflexions prospectives. pp. 87-112
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« Evacuation, on the contrary, was not a property of the supposed referent, but a
meaning aroused by the signification of the content corresponding to the supposed
referent », Emberto, Eco. (1979), A theory of Semiotics, Indiana University Press, p. 86.
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« In recent times, we have witnessed landmark events in the history of
liberty : A Rose Revolution in Georgia, an Orange Revolution in Ukraine,
and now, a Purple Revolution in Irag »
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United States President. (2005), Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States,

Federal Register Division, National Archives and Records Service, General Services
Administration, p. 310
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« It’s easy to see why the Bush administration prefers not to adopt the “ intifada * label.

Intifada is an Arabic word meaning “ shaking off “. It was coined by Palestinians during
their spontaneous uprising against Israeli military occupation in 1987. To speak of
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Lebanon’s “ intifada ~ places this month’s events in the tradition of the Palestinian’s
struggle against Israeli occupation »
Morley, Jefferson. « the Branding of Lebanon’s Revolution », Washington Post, March
3, 2005 www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A1911-2005Mar2.html.
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Schuh, Trish. The Arab American News, May 2005
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Gargon, José. « Les vents fluctuants du changement », Libération du 12 mars 2005
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