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Syrian National Identity (Syrian Island
as A Model, 1920-1958)

Ph.D. Weal Ali Saed?
Abstract:

The Syrian national identity swings between identities under the
patriotism (sectarian, tribal, and ethnicity) and the identities above
the patriotism (Arabic, Islamic, and secular socialist), and therefore
there was no Syrian national identity that is controlled by the
current political borders of the Syrian Arab country.

In this research, we sought to discover the reason for this, and we
found that the national identity is a cultural identity, in its essence,
and thus it belongs to a social origin, that is, from the group, so to
put a definition of the Syrian national identity, it is necessary to
first the presence of a Syrian group, integrated in an integrated
manner.

We found that this matter was not achieved due to the colonial
production pattern, which was imposed in one way or another on
the Syrian society in general and the Syrian island community in
particular, by the direct French occupation. This matter hindered

the development of Syrian society and its entry into the civilian

2 Al -Baath University, College of Arts and Humanities, Department of Philosophy, Chargé
d'Affairs. Email: wsaed@albaath-univ.edu.sy
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stage, completely, and it remained in the nature of the two phases
of nature and civil.

Thus, the identities are strengthened under the patriotism
(sectarian, tribal, ethnic, ethnic) due to the endeavors of the
groups without patriotism (sect, clan, and ethnicity) to devote their
political political presence, while civil groups (parties and others)
sought to build identities above patriotism (Arabism and socialism
Secular /Islamic), in other words, no group of groups that make up
the Syrian social fabric seek to build a national identity that is
controlled by the borders of the Syrian Arab country.

We found this matter; Any building a Syrian national identity that is
carried out through the construction of an integrated national
group, and this in turn requires the exit from the colonial
production pattern, so it is necessary to work to achieve a political
economic structure independent of Western European structure;
Because this allows the construction of an integrated national
group with a specific national identity.

Keywords:

National identity, Cultural identity, Colonial Production Pattern,

Sectarianism, Tribalism, Ethnicism
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