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Claude Leévi-Strauss' Exchange Law
(Transition from nature to culture)

ABSTRACT

Language formed the main link that helped understand how
humanity moved from a state of identification with innate nature to
the formation of the cultural situation, and Claude Lévi-Strauss was
the most prominent who introduced the linguistic method into the
study of man, i.e. anthropology, and considered language for him as
a social system like all other social systems the other is a state of
symbolic communication that includes all forms of human
exchange, including ciphers and signs. Strauss discussed the law of
reciprocity as a symbolic linguistic communicative system between
human groups as a model for the state of the transition from nature
to culture, which was most accurately manifested through the
process of exchange of women and the consequent emergence of
rules for marriage and the prohibition of incest as an organizational
case that can be considered the dividing line between the situation
Innate nature and cultural condition. The researcher in Lévi-
Strauss's structuralism in particular can notice, indirectly, that the
duality (nature/culture) and the mechanism of transition between
them is the dialectic that actually dominated most of the
philosophical axes and issues that he discussed, despite the depth
and importance of those issues being unique, so much so that we
almost notice that the course and path His philosophy is to always
take his path towards this dualism. Strauss keeps leaving an
opportunity without coming back to remind us that man, through
language in particular, has transformed from an innate, instinctive,
natural being into a cultural being.

Through this article, we want to clarify and clarify Strauss’s
opinion on this issue by identifying the actual dividing line between
nature and culture and the mechanism through which humanity
moved to the other side of development represented by culture.

Keywords: law of exchange, language, symbol, format
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