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Color and slavery patterns in the poetry of
antarah ibn shaddad a cultural reading

Abstract

Color in pre-Islamic poetry play vital functional roles in revealing cultural

patterns in the implications of the poetic text, and work to create artistic

Images that reveal the pre-Islamic peoples ideas about the conflict and their
deed positions on it.

The poetry of Antarah ibn shaddad provides an ideal example of these
effective functions of colour patterns in scenes of slavery and heroism in
order to form a new individual system that confronts the opposing
collective, supremacist system. He who sees blackness as a disgrace
diminishes the value of man and despises him. This is what creates in the
structure of the text in Antarahs poetry a dialectic based on an antithetical
duality between blackness and whiteness. Antarah seeks, through his use of
color systems in scenes of heroism, to expose the flaws of this collective
cultural system and correct its negative positions and concepts against the
slave class and formulate a balanced vision through the individual system
that rejects and creates a just human concept in which the value of man is
based on heroic action and noble morals, not on skin
colour.

Key words:

Cultural system, duality, color, slavery, heroism.
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