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The cultural centrality of tribal social identity
In the poems of the authors of the Ten
Mu’allaqat

Prof. Ghaitha Ali Qadir*
prof. Simran Nadeem Mutawj**
Randa Muhammad Dadaa***

summary

In the pre-Islamic tribal social system, the individual is subject to
what the environment dictates and its harsh conditions, and to what is
necessitated by the difficulties of living conditions. In addition to the
cultural and historical heritage, and the systems and laws that all of this
constituted, they formed strict provisions for the relationship between the
individual and the tribe, on absolute belonging to it, and connection to it
with sacred ties that make the individual a marginal side revolving around
the centrality of tribal authority. Which led to the creation of concepts built
on absolute authoritarian foundations that led to the subordination of the
margin to the center, in a overwhelming manner. They controlled the
existence of the individual, his culture, his behavior, and his thinking. This
does not negate the rebellion of the margin against the centralization of the
authority of the tribe, in rare cases, but the central authority of the tribe
was dominant. On the lives of individuals.

Through the cultural reading of the centrality of the tribe, the nature
of the social identity of this cultural centrality becomes clear. The reality
of the existential conflict within the tribal identity becomes clear, which
makes conquest, fanaticism, and other manifestations of belonging to the
tribe clearer and deeper, and its expression of ideas of injustice, bloodshed,
and the desire to kill. And wars, these manifestations are a response to
what existential facts dictate.
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