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Franco-Ottoman Relations in the Nineteenth Century

Summary

French-Ottoman relations during the nineteenth century represent a vivid
example of the intersection of international interests and the interplay of
major powers in a regional context in which the Ottoman Empire was
gradually eroding and European colonial powers were rising with
tremendous industrial and political momentum. In this context, France
emerged as a colonial power striving to extend its influence into the
Ottoman Empire, exploiting the political and military decline the Sultanate
was experiencing to adopt a dual foreign policy: friendship and alliance at
times, and hostility and aggression at other times.

The beginnings of this sharp discord began with the French campaign in
Egypt and the Levant (1798-1801), led by Napoleon Bonaparte. This
campaign was not merely a military campaign, but rather a comprehensive
colonial project aimed at establishing a permanent French presence in the
Levant.

Economically, France tightened its grip on Ottoman markets through trade
privileges and old treaties, rendering the Ottoman economy largely
dependent on European goods and unable to compete due to its industrial
backwardness and reliance on traditional crafts. Ottoman markets were
filled with French products, which contributed to the elimination of local
industries, transforming the relationship into a clear economic dependency.

Thus, Franco-Ottoman relations formed a complex model of competition,
dominance, and temporary cooperation, in which France strengthened its
position as a rising colonial power, and the Ottoman Empire embodied the
features of traditional empires in the face of the advance of European
modernity.
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