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Contributions of Diaspora Intellectuals to

Postcolonial Criticism

Ala’a Yaseen Diab
Summary

Postcolonial discourse is represented in the invocation of Third World
cultures in the Western academic space, through the pioneers of this
theory who re—crystallized it inspired by the cultures of their original
homelands, reviving its history. Western hegemony has been the
subject of several research and epistemological frameworks, and the
importance of the research is determined by its attempt to shed light on
the figures of postcolonial criticism and their theoretical frameworks.
The main objective of the research is determined by presenting the

cultural practices carried out by the pioneers of the theory.

The research combines the inductive method and the interpretive
approach, according to the requirements of the research, and the
research raises several questions: Why, after the end of colonialism for
several decades, are the knowledge that it disseminated still present?
Why did the end of political/military colonialism not coincide with the

end of cognitive/cultural colonialism?

In response to these questions, the scholars of postcolonial criticism
attempted to reconsider the repercussions of colonialism on thought

and culture in colonized countries. The research was divided into:
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Section One: Postcolonial Criticism, Section Two: Stages of
Postcolonial Criticism, Section Three: Characteristics of Postcolonial
Criticism, and Section Four: Cognitive Contributions of the Pioneers of
Theory. The research touched on Homi Bhabha, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, Anya Loomba, Bill Ashcroft, and Jacques Derrida. The research
reached a number of results, perhaps the most prominent of which are:
1. The goal of postcolonial criticism is determined by listening to the
voices of the oppressed colonized in the shadow of discourses in which
the voice of the colonizers prevailed. It also seeks to show that
colonialism is deceptive, as its existence is not only linked to military
and political reality, but also extends to peoples' awareness of
themselves and their perception of them. 2. One of the most important
features of postcolonial criticism is that it originated among diaspora
intellectuals in American universities, which are a symbol of

contemporary Western intellectual hegemony

Keywords: criticism, postcolonialism, third world.

* Faculty of Letters and Humanitarian Sciences— Damascus University
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