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The impact of the Spanish conquest of Latin
America on the Mayan civilization during the

sixteenth craduate student: Roken Mahmoud Hassi Supervised: Prof.

Dr. Hossam Jameel Al-Nayef

Abstract:

This research seeks to examine the impact of the Spanish conquest of Latin
America in the sixteenth century on the ancient Mayan civilization, one of
the most prominent civilizations to have existed in Central America. The
research initially aims to highlight the strength and prosperity of the Mayan
civilization before the conquest, highlighting its outstanding achievements in
astronomy, mathematics, writing, and architecture. The research then turns
to an in—depth analysis of the multiple reasons that combined to lead to the
decline of the Mayan civilization after the arrival of the Spanish. The
research focuses on explaining how the conquest led to the destruction of
independent Mayan cities and their forced annexation to the Spanish
Empire, and the replacement of the authentic Mayan system of government
with the Spanish colonial political system. This resulted in the loss of power
and status for the Mayan elites, and the marginalization of the indigenous
population and their exclusion from centers of decision—-making and

influence.

Keywords: Latin America, Mayan civilization, Spanish conquest,

collapse.
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