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The Buyids' contributions to supporting the scientific movement
during the Abbasid era 350-380 H/ 961-990AD

“ Samar Yousef Hassan

Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the Buyid dynasty's
contribution to supporting the scientific movement during a critical period
in the history of the Abbasid state« extending from 350H /660 AD to 380H
/ 990AD. This period witnessed a weakening of the central authority of the
Caliphate in Baghdad and the rise of local powers in the provinces. This
period witnessed a fundamental shift in the structure of scientific
patronage: as the center of gravity shifted from the capital to the capitals
of the competing provinces« which contributed to the creation of a unique
model of decentralization in the management of scientific affairs. The
Buyid dynasty's support was distinguished by its diversity and
comprehensiveness¢ as it was manifested in multiple forms¢ including
material aspects through the provision of generous salaries and grants to
scholars« institutional aspects through the establishment of educational
institutions« libraries< and regular schools< and moral aspects represented
by honoring scholars and appreciating their social status. The rulers also
paid special attention to sponsoring the translation movement and
scientific transfer between civilizations« as the Greek and Persian scientific
heritage was transferred into Arabic and the Islamic library was enriched
with qualitative additions. This integrated support resulted in maintaining
the continuity and development of the scientific movement despite

" Doctor at the University of Latakia (formerly Tishreen University) - Faculty of Arts -
Department of History - Specialization: History of the Arabs and Islam.
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political challenges. The Abbasid Caliphate faced challenges« as various
branches of knowledge flourished« from religious sciences and linguistics
to philosophy« medicine« chemistry« and astronomy. This confirms that the
flourishing of science is not necessarily linked to the strength of the central
authority« but rather to the will of patrons and their ability to utilize
resources to serve the civilizational project. Political challenges can be
transformed into opportunities for scientific renaissance when there is a
strong will and strategic vision.

Keywords: Scientific movement« Abbasid era< Buyids« scientific
patronage: scientific translation.
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