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Rhetorical Paradox in the Poetry of Mihyar al-Daylami: A Textual
Reading of Selected Examples

Abdul Latif Yassin Suleiman*

Abstract

This research examines rhetorical paradox in the poetry of the Abbasid
poet Mihyar al-Daylami, dividing this paradox into figurative and
stylistic paradox. Figurative paradox is further divided into simile and
metaphor, with the latter two being explicit and implicit. The latter type
of metaphor is distinguished by the prominent features of personification
and embodiment in his poetry. The research then moves on to study
metonymy in this poet's work, and subsequently examines rhetorical
paradox according to the stylistic approach, dividing stylistic paradox
into three main categories: antithesis, contrast, and paronomasia. The
research supports all of this with selected examples from this poet's work,
aiming to analyze them textually and reveal the aspects of rhetorical
paradox inherent within them.

Keywords: Paradox, Mahyar al-Daylami, Simile, Metaphor, Metonymy,
Antithesis, Contrast, Paronomasia

* PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, from Tishreen University
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