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The Shift in Temporal Meaning of the Past Tense Verb in Surah Al-Wagi'ah

Between Form and Context
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Research Summary

This study aims to analyze the shift in temporal meaning of the past tense verb in
Surah Al-Waqi’ah, focusing on the relationship between tense and the rhetorical
context of the Qur’anic text. The research found that the past tense verb does not
always indicate actual past time; instead, it extends semantically to include certain
future events, emphasis, and factual realization, depending on context. Results show
that context and discourse setting are the main determinants of meaning shifts, and
the Qur’an employs the past tense in various instances to produce psychological
and rhetorical effects, such as bringing future realities closer to the reader and
suggesting inevitability. The study also highlights that the morphological form of the
past tense remains stable, while its semantic level adapts according to the context,
reflecting the flexibility of the Arabic language to convey multiple temporal
dimensions without altering form. This research is distinctive in its application of
temporal semantic theory specifically to Surah Al-Wagqi’ah, integrating prior studies’

.insights while providing a comprehensive theoretical and applied analysis
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