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Contrasting connotations in Hawi's poetry

(social status as an example)

Research Summary

This research discusses the role of contrasting meanings in Khalil Hawi's experience on
a social level, and the effect of contrast and opposition in enriching meaning and
presenting the poetic message. To achieve this goal, the research began by defining
the terms linguistically and terminologically, then divided into two axes. The first
examined the duality of the real society in which the poet lives and the ideal society to
which he aspires. The second examined the duality of restriction and freedom, which
enabled the presentation of forms of intellectual conflict and presented social values
and their turmoil, where the contrast served to bring together a set of suggestive
psychological connotations that directly affected the reader's consciousness. The
research concluded that the use of contrast and opposition helped to present intense,
profound, and exciting content by encouraging the recipient to extract the meanings
hidden deep within the text, rather than limiting themselves to the meanings
apparent on the surface. The contrasting meanings were able to depict the social and
psychological reality and reflect its layers, revealing the role of the greedy and those
who suck the blood of the people. It was a mirror that reflected forms of intellectual
conflict, enabling the poet to include his own perspective or that of others through a
dramatic style that added to the vitality of the text. It also enabled him to convey
feelings of optimism and hope or despair and despondency through contradictory

meanings that increased the creativity of the text.

Keywords: Semantics, Contrast, Khalil Hawi
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