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The Ranks of Elegy Poets in the Heritage of Arabic

Criticism: The Lament for the Nobles as a Model.
Abstract

This study examines the concept of tabaqat (literary classes),

with a particular focus on the classes of elegiac poetry. Given that elegy
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is a broad subject which has long drawn the attention of poets in earlier

.times, the elegy of noble figures was chosen as the central model

In pre—Islamic and early Arabic literature, poets lamented tribal
leaders, Arab chieftains, and those renowned for their generosity,
chivalry, and loyalty. With the rise of Islam, they composed elegies for
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and his noble
Companions. During the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, the elegy of

caliphs became especially prominent.

The first section of this research introduces the concept of

tabaqat and the Arab critics’ interest in literary classification. The
second section addresses the notion of elegy, highlighting its artistic
features. The third section presents applied examples of elegies

composed for noble figures.

The study concludes that elegy was initially dominated by an

emotional tone, until it came under the influence of social events and
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the emergence of Islam, which reshaped its meanings. Later, during the
Umayyad period, political events and the proliferation of factions further
diversified its themes, and in the Abbasid era, elegy at times assumed a

more humanistic dimension.

From an artistic perspective, elegiac poetry in general—and

elegies for noble figures in particular—was characterized by sincerity,
measured use of metaphors and similes, harmony between internal and
external musicality, and variety in poetic openings, with each poet

selecting what best suited his personal experience.

Keys words: Ranks/Layers—Elegies—Lamentation-Heritage—-

Nobility—The Nobels.
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