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Symbolism of Elderly Characters in the Novels Hawa and A
Woman of Two Floors by Haifa Bitar

Abstract

Feminist narratives represent an authentic reflection of women’s
problems, concerns, and anxieties, as they provide an appropriate
space for revealing what lies behind the veil of women’s everyday
lives. Through the employment of their creative skills, women writers
have been able to Indicate—either directly or indirectly—the pain
and suffering experienced within their societies. It can be observed
that the author deliberately selects her characters and determines
their positions, as well as their external and internal characteristics,
in order to achieve specific semantic and symbolic purposes.
Although the reader may not perceive these dimensions during the
first reading, a deeper analytical approach reveals the hidden layers
embedded within the text. The writer often resorts to symbolism and
allusion as narrative strategies to convey particular concepts that

.expose concealed social wounds

This study examines two novels selected through a systematic
approach, in which the character of the elderly man appears
recurrently and in a striking manner, accompanied by a notable
similarity in the methods of constructing and presenting this

character in the author’s works. Such recurrence does not appear to
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be arbitrary; rather, it carries a deliberate and meaningful
significance. The study seeks to critique patriarchal and masculine
structures as a central component of feminist narrative discourse
and to analyze the ways In which the character of the elderly man Is
employed in the two selected novels. The study concludes that,
through these characters, the author implicitly refers to underlying
social, cultural, and gender-related issues, emphasizing that
women’s novels are not merely narrative texts, but also constitute a
discursive space for protest, awareness-raising, and the articulation

.of feminist aspirations

Keywords: Feminism, Patriarchy, Masculine Dominance, Arabic
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