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The Ottoman Military Institution: Between Positive and
Negative Aspects

An Analytical Study of its Administrative, Economic, and )
(Social Impact

-Abstract-

World history is replete with the emergence of many great powers that had a
significant impact on changing the world map throughout the ages. Among the
most famous of these Islamic states, which attained a position of prominence
and importance in history that extended for over six centuries, was the Ottoman
Empire. It was one of the greatest states in terms of area and age. The Ottomans
witnessed various developments that the world experienced during the
thirteenth century. They viewed war as their primary duty, and the army
occupied the foremost place in the sultans' attention. Their fundamental
principle was conquest and jihad, and the military institution was the pillar

upon which their expansions and control over various regions were based.
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Consequently, the legitimacy of this institution came through its active
contribution to that Ottoman rise and growth. The state was founded upon its
shoulders, and borders were drawn based on its ability to protect them. Its role
was exceptional in the lives of the Ottomans. This research aims to shed light
on the contributions of that institution administratively, economically, and
socially, moving beyond the traditional military approach, to understand the
positive image it presented, how it turned negative, and the most prominent

.repercussions resulting from that

Keywords: Military establishment, Ottoman state, finance, administration,
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