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The Aesthetics of Nostalgia in Hijazi Travel Poetry during the

Ottoman Era

(A Stylistic Study of Poems Expressing Longing for the Two
Holy Mosques)

Abstract:
This study seeks to examine and deconstruct the “aesthetics of nostalgia in

Hijazi travel poetry” during the Ottoman era through a critical stylistic
approach that analyzes poems expressing longing and nostalgia for the Two
Holy Mosques (Mecca and Medina). The article is based on a linguistic and
structural hypothesis that examines the mechanisms by which the emotion of
spiritual longing is transformed from its transient emotional context into a
space of intense stylistic experience, in which the melancholy of exile is
intertwined with the sanctity of the destination; supported by the diverse
geographical backgrounds of the poets of this era and their travels between the
Levant, Yemen, and the Hejaz (such as al-San’ani, al-Nabulsi, Ibn al-Naqib,
al-Kiwani, and al-Bakri). The study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach to dissect the three levels of the text (lexical, syntactic, and

descriptive). The research concluded that the poetry of the Hijaz journey
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during this era was not rigidly structured reportage; but rather constituted a
pure rhetorical identity that harnessed rhetorical craftsmanship to become a
conscious expressive tool brimming with eloquence, reflecting the dimensions

of the aesthetic thought established in Arabic criticism.

Keywords: aesthetics of nostalgia, Hijazi travel poetry, longing for the Two

Holy Mosques, Ottoman era, stylistic study.
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