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Persian Loanwords in Egyptian Colloquial Dialects and Folk Proverbs

(A Study of the Phenomenon of Linguistic Borrowing)
Abstract:

The linguistic interaction between Arabic and Persian is a civilizational
phenomenon with deep historical roots. It was not limited to the transfer of
Arabic vocabulary into Persian; rather, it also involved the incorporation of a
large number of Persian words into Arabic, particularly into its colloquial
dialects. This influence became evident in the dialects of the Levant, Iraq,
Egypt, and the Arab Gulf states, although the degree of influence varied
according to the historical, social, and cultural factors specific to each linguistic
environment. Many Persian words have remained in everyday usage as well
as in folk proverbs and popular expressions to the present day, reflecting the
strength of the cultural and civilizational interaction between Arabs and
Persians. This highlights the importance of studying these lexical items as

part of a shared linguistic and cultural heritage.

This study aims to identify and analyze Persian loanwords found in
Egyptian colloquial dialects and folk proverbs within the framework of linguistic
borrowing. The research relies primarily on Ahmad Taymur Pasha’s Al-

Amthal al-'Ammiyyah (CoIquuiaI Proverbs) as the main source for collecting
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linguistic data. The study reveals that a considerable number of Persian
lexical items continue to be used in Egyptian folk proverbs, indicating that
they are no longer merely remnants of an obsolete linguistic past but have
become stable and functional elements within the linguistic structure of
Egyptian colloquial Arabic. This finding calls for further research to explore

the reasons for their persistence and their cultural and social significance.

Keywords: Egyptian folk proverbs, loanwords, Arab—Persian cultural

interaction, Egyptian
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