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The impact of family living conditions on children's education: An analytical

and field study on a sample of families residing in Damascus.
Abstract

This study analyzes the impact of household living conditions on children’s

education in Syria through three interconnected levels of analysis: first, a
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historical overview of pre—university education and its main characteristics
during 2002-2010 based on official statistical yearbooks; second, an analysis
of the evolution of selected educational indicators during 2011-2023 using
the study’s adopted time series; and third, a field study conducted in
Damascus in 2023 on a sample of resident households. The study also relies
on official annual statistical publications as well as recent educational and
humanitarian indicators covering enroliment, dropout, double-shift schooling,

out-of-school children, financing gaps, and educational needs.

The study finds that the deterioration in education in Syria should not be
interpreted solely as the direct result of school damage or weakened
educational infrastructure. It must also be understood in light of declining
household capacity to sustain schooling, rising education-related costs,
unstable housing conditions, and growing livelihood pressures. Recent
evidence shows that 2.4 million children were out of school in Syria in 2023,
1.6 million children were at risk of dropping out, and one in every three
schools was no longer used for educational purposes. In the same year, 6.9
million people were in need of educational assistance, with only 60.4% of
targeted beneficiaries reached and only 25.3% of required sector funding

met.

At the field level, the findings show statistically significant relationships
between children’s educational vulnerability and selected social, livelihood,

and housing determinants, as well as certain spatial factors related to school
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continuity and educational stability, while some other determinants did not
remain statistically significant after rechecking the published cross-
tabulations. The study concludes that quantitative decline in educational
indicators alone is not sufficient to assess the scale of the crisis unless it is
interpreted in light of household living conditions and their role in weakening

the ability to sustain education.

Keywords: Syrian household, children’s education, living conditions, pre—
university education, dropout, out—of-school children, household educational

vulnerability.
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