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The Tormented Exile in Saif AlI-Rahbi’s *The Traveler’s Head* A
Critical Approach

Gehan Saad Bilal

Master’s Degree in Arabic Language and Literature

Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the manifestations of the tormented
expatriate figure in the poetry collection *Ra’s al-Musafir* (The Traveler’s
Head) by the Omani poet Saif Al-Rahbi.

The study begins with an introduction outlining the rationale for its
selection, its objectives, and its methodology. It then addresses the concept
of the "tormented figure" and attempts to examine the circumstances that
shaped Al-Rahbi’s consciousness of suffering—particularly within *Ra’s al-
Musafir*. Subsequently, the study explores how this tormented expatriate
figure manifests in the collection, addressing the sense of alienation from the
city—depicted by Al-Rahbi as a desolate, frightening space that repels the
individual rather than embracing them. Finally, the study examines the themes
of lostness and anxiety, analyzing how they constantly accompany the
tormented expatriate throughout his travels and wanderings, appearing as an
inescapable destiny. The study also examined nostalgia, revealing the
impossibility of the tormented expatriate returning to his original state of
innocence, and concluded by summarizing the findings.
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