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The Tormented Exile in Saif AlI-Rahbi’s *The Traveler’s Head* A
Critical Approach

Gehan Saad Bilal

Master’s Degree in Arabic Language and Literature

Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the manifestations of the tormented
expatriate figure in the poetry collection *Ra’s al-Musafir* (The Traveler’s
Head) by the Omani poet Saif Al-Rahbi.

The study begins with an introduction outlining the rationale for its
selection, its objectives, and its methodology. It then addresses the concept
of the "tormented figure" and attempts to examine the circumstances that
shaped Al-Rahbi’s consciousness of suffering—particularly within *Ra’s al-
Musafir*. Subsequently, the study explores how this tormented expatriate
figure manifests in the collection, addressing the sense of alienation from the
city—depicted by Al-Rahbi as a desolate, frightening space that repels the
individual rather than embracing them. Finally, the study examines the themes
of lostness and anxiety, analyzing how they constantly accompany the
tormented expatriate throughout his travels and wanderings, appearing as an
inescapable destiny. The study also examined nostalgia, revealing the
impossibility of the tormented expatriate returning to his original state of
innocence, and concluded by summarizing the findings.

Keywords:
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Abstract

This research aims to interrogate the hidden intentions and implicit
systemic structures embedded within the corpus of the "Naqga'id of Jarir
and al-Farazdag,” moving beyond traditional aesthetic and rhetorical
approaches toward the horizon of "Cultural Criticism." The core problem
of the study lies in deciphering the epistemic contradiction between the
aesthetic surface of the Naga'id (which suggests personal rivalry and
stylistic divergence) and the implicit underlying pattern (which
reproduces the dominant tribal system and reinforces the political
ideology of the Umayyad state). Utilizing the tools of systemic cultural
analysis, the study traces how satire and boasting evolved from mere
artistic devices into an unconscious systemic mechanism that shapes

.collective consciousness

Keywords: Cultural Criticism, Implicit Pattern, Umayyad Discourse,

Naqga'id, Jarir & al-Farazdaq.
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PhD, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Department of Arabic Language,

University of Homs

This research investigates the deconstruction of the dramatic structure in
the series (The Key) by Khaled Khalifa, directed by Hisham Sharbatji in 2012,
by dissecting the relationship between institutional collapse and the
characters' value transformations based on the descriptive analytical approach
with its critical and stylistic social approaches. The research will deconstruct
the mechanisms of class rise based on legal fraud and the practice of
terrorizing the cognitive illusion within the authoritarian structure of Syrian
society.
The research will also reveal that television work theorizes corruption through
a mechanical inevitability rising from the margins to penetrate the center,
which has led the work and the writer into a political truce, seeking refuge on
safe coasts by shedding light on the corruption of the bottom and neutralizing
and obscuring the center.
The research will also reveal a stylistic crisis resulting from the poetics of
dramatic dialogue, which will add a lack of realistic credibility to the characters'

performances.

Keywords: Corruption, drama, transformations, illusion, conflict, breakdown

of relationships.
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Spatiotemporality in the Poetry of Abu al-Ala’ al-Ma’arri
Abstract: This research explores the concepts of time and space, the
relationship between them, and their connection to poetry. It examines
various manifestations and symbols of time in the poetry of al-Ma’arri,
analyzing the relationship between time and the human being, as well as
the link between time, youth, and old age. It also investigates al-Ma’arri’s
philosophy regarding time and presents his depiction of the spatial
dimension and its significance. Finally, the study addresses the

philosophical influence on al-Ma’arri’s understanding of time and space.

Keywords: Al-Ma’arri, *Rahin al-Mahbasayn* (The Captive of the Two
Prisons), Time, Space, Spatiotemporality, Al-Ma’arri’s philosophy.
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