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The Concept of Wayfinding as One of
The Psychological Needs in Designing
Children's Healthcare Centers

Abstract:

The buildings of health centers are among the most terrifying
buildings for a child to visit, because of the negative impression they
have in their minds, and their procedures that restrict freedom of
movement and activities within their corridors, which weakens the
ability of children to expect what will happen during their visit. The
imposition of such an atmosphere is one of the challenges that
constitute psychological pressure for the sick child, who innately
need control over the physical environment surrounding him and not
to be incapacitated in the face of the unknown. Therefore, it is
necessary to search for ways to improve the child's relationship with
these centers, the most prominent of which is the provision of spaces
that allow him to self-explore of his surroundings, and enhance his
ability to wayfinding and discover various spaces, in away enhance
his self-confidence and relieves him of anxiety and fear. Given this
importance, the research has shed light on studying the concept of
wayfinding reasoning as one of the psychological needs in designing
Children's health centers, employing a descriptive theoretical
framework that examines facility typologies, analyzes wayfinding
components (The fundamental active, architectural interventions), In
addition to clarifying the theory of space syntax and its impact on
design supporting the wayfinding process. And an analytical
methodology that relied on analyzing several international children's
healthcare centers, reaching a set of results that illustrate the impact
of the wayfinding concept in designing children's healthcare centers
and the necessary design parameters for this.
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