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Prospects for the Development of the
Syrian General Budget Starting from
Items Budget to Program and
Performance Budget

Abstract:
This study attempts to evaluate items budget in Syria, where the
state’s general budget is still in the first stage of its growth, and is
still traditionally practiced.
It is used to impose financial and legal control over government
expenditure. To achieve this goal, attention is focused on dividing
public expenditure according to the appropriations and items that
are specified for spending on certain purposes. This method obliges
the administrative units and ministries to adhere to a specific form
(model) in providing the budget in the form of items and
appropriations, and makes the ministries unable to provide specific
programs and projects, thus, keeps the ministries, administrative
units and even the government far from accountability because
providing programs and projects demands results from the executive
entity. We have found that there is deficiency in the current budget
and that it focuses on the input without paying attention to the
output.
In the end, the study has led to some proposals related to the
necessity of fiscal reform and identifying some strengths in the
Syrian economy that help in addressing the program and
performance budget
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