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The Economic Impact of Exhibitions On the
Development of the Tourism Sector
(Damascus International Fair as A Model)

Abstract

This study aimed to identify and determine the economic importance
of exhibitions and their impact on the development of the tourism
sector. The provision of jobs in the tourism sector and the flow of
foreign exchange were adopted as independent variables, and the
development of the tourism sector as a dependent variable. The
descriptive approach was used in the study, and a questionnaire was
prepared and distributed to the sample members represented by
administrative workers in the Directorate of tourism in Homs, where
50 questionnaires were distributed and 40 refunds were received, i.e.
by 80%. SPSS v.20 program was adopted for statistical analysis. The
importance of the study is highlighted in its focus on the theme of
exhibitions in Syria and the reflection of their effects on the tourism
sector and the scarcity of research on this topic. The study reached a
set of results, the most prominent of which was the existence of a
statistically significant correlation between exhibitions and the
provision of job opportunities, and it also found that there is a
statistically significant correlation between exhibitions and the flow of
foreign exchange, and that there is a statistically significant correlation
between exhibitions and the development of the tourism sector. One of
the most prominent proposals presented by the study is to strengthen
the link between the Public Establishment for International Fairs &
Exhibitions and the Ministry of Tourism and achieve cooperation
between them in various fields, such as hosting visitors to the
exhibition in tourist facilities and providing services to them,
especially foreign delegations, which achieves mutual benefits for
both parties.

Keywords: Exhibition — Economic Tourism — Damascus International

Fair — Local Investment — Foreign Investment — Cash flow.
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