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Nuclear Threat and Defensive
Deterrence: An Analytical Study of the

Impact of North Korea’s Nuclear
Program on Japanese Armament Policies
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Abstract: North Korea has become a nuclear country and it still
developing its nuclear weapons to defend its political and
economical system in a complicated regional environment in which
regional and international benefits meet . It begins with a theoretical
framework on nuclear deterrence, explores the development and
motivations of North Korea’s nuclear ambitions, and then focuses
on the implications of this threat for Japan’s national security. The
study examines shifts in Japan’s defense doctrine and its moves
toward acquiring more effective deterrent capabilities, while
maintaining constitutional and international commitments. The
research concludes that North Korea’s nuclear program has been
a key driver behind a fundamental shift in Japan’s security

thinking—from passive defense to dynamic and preemptive
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deterrence. This includes enhancing missile defense systems and
engaging in domestic debates about adopting more advanced
deterrence capabilities, that lead to make Japan adopt multiple
domains policies like strengthening its security alliances to confront

the threats posed by the North Korean nuclear program.
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