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Designing an Achievement Test in Basic Reading
and Standardizing it on a Sample of the Normal and
Those with Special Needs in Homs Province

Abstract

The aim of the research was to design an achievement test in basic
reading skills and to verify its validity and reliability, as well as to
standardize it to suit the (first, second, third, fourth) basic grades. The test
included in its final form (10) items distributed as follows:

First grade level: It included the (1) (2) items to evaluate the skills of
recognizing letters with similar shapes and letters similar in the phonic
articulation.

Second grade level: It included the (3) (4) items to evaluate
distinguishing skills of some letters and to evaluate the reading skills of
words containing an stressed letter, as well as writing the stress with
appropriate vowelization.

Third grade level: It included the (5) (6) (7) items to evaluate the skills
of distinguishing letters, nunnation signs, and letters similar in the phonic
articulation, as well as to evaluate the skills of distinguishing between the
pronounced and unpronounced (the).

Fourth grade level: It included the (8) (9) (10) items to evaluate
(understanding or comprehension) skills in the fields of (linking a word
with an image that indicates to its meaning, understanding story events
linked to pictures that explain the sequence of those events, and
identifying the main ideas of the text).

The test validity and reliability were verified (content validity,
exploratory experimentation, ease and difficulty coefficients, structural
validity, criterion validity in terms of reading and dictation records,
Alpha-Conbach reliability, test-retest validity). Also, the test was
standardized with the degree that expressed the assessment of the
performance level in reading skills at every class group. In addition, the
test effectiveness in distinguishing between the normal and those with
special needs (learning difficulties, autism, mental disability) was
verified.

Key words: Achievement test in reading skills, validity, reliability,
standardization, grade standards, primary indicators in diagnosis, learning
difficulties, autism, mental disability.
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