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Locus of Control and Its Relationship with Moral Thinking
Development Among High School Students in the City of Homs

Abstract

The study aimed to Identify the relationship between locus of control
and moral reasoning development among general secondary school
students in the city of Homs, and to identify differences in the Locus
of Control Scale and the Moral Reasoning Development Scale
according to the variables of gender and academic specialization. To
achieve these objectives, the study was applied to a sample of 348 male
and female students in secondary schools in the city of Homs. The
researcher used Rotter’s Locus of Control Scale, Arabic adaptation by
Al-Kafafi (1999), and the Moral Reasoning Development Scale
developed by Abdel-Fattah (2001). After verifying the validity and
reliability of the research instruments, the results indicated the
existence of a statistically significant negative correlation between the
scores of the study sample on the Locus of Control Scale and their
scores on the Moral Reasoning Development Scale. The results also
indicated the existence of statistically significant differences on the
Locus of Control Scale according to the gender variable (males and
females), and the differences were in favor of females, indicating an
external locus of control. Statistically significant differences were also
found on the Locus of Control Scale according to the academic
specialization variable (scientific and literary), In favor of the literary
specialization. The results further indicated the absence of statistically
significant differences on the Moral Reasoning Development Scale
according to the variables of gender (male, female) and academic
specialization (scientific, literary).
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