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The Level of Inclusion of Some Life Skills in the Third Grade

Social Studies textbook for primary School

Abstract

The research aimed to analyze the content of the third-
grade social studies textbook to investigate the life skills it contains,
and to identify the skills most and least included. The researcher
adopted the content analysis method from the descriptive approach.
The research sample was the social studies textbook, which contains
six units, and is prescribed for the third grade by the Syrian Ministry
of Education for the academic year 2018/2019. The research
instrument was a content analysis form through which the life skills
included in the third-grade social studies textbook were monitored,
based on a list prepared by the researcher that included four skills:

(Communication, Resilience, Self-Management, and Negotiation).

The researcher reached the following conclusions:

Communication skills were emphasized in the third-grade social
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studies textbook, appearing 129 times (64.5%), followed by self-
management skills (61 times, 30.5%), In third place came the
Resilience skill, appearing 7 times with a percentage of 3.5%. Finally,
the Negotiation skills ranked last, with a frequency of only 3 and a
percentage of 1.5%. appearing researcher made several suggestions,
the most important of which are: the need to reconsider the criteria
for distributing life skills across the activities and lessons of the book,
with the aim of achieving a greater balance between these skills
instead of focusing on specific skills at the expense of others, and the
need to enrich the content of the social studies book for the third grade
of basic education with purposeful educational activities and
situations that promote the skills of resilience (such as: stories about
facing challenges and not giving up), and negotiation (such as:

exercises on how to reach compromises acceptable to both parties.

Keywords: Life skills, Social Studies textbook, Third
Grade.
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