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The effectiveness of planning
organizations in developing basic
thinking skills among kindergarten
children in Deir Ezzor

Abstract

The research aimed to identify the effectiveness of planning
organizations in developing basic thinking skills among kindergarten
children in Deir Ezzor. The research relied on the semi-experimental
approach, and the research sample included (44) boys and girls who
were divided into two groups: control and experimental. The
research tools were: an educational program for children based on
planning organizations, and a test of children's thinking skills.
Among the most important results of the research: The proposed
educational program, designed according to planning organizational
charts, was effective in developing children's thinking skills, as the
average earning rate according to Black's law was (1.28), and there is
a statistically significant difference between the average scores of
children of the control and experimental groups. There are
differences in the direct post-application to test children's thinking
skills in favor of the children of the experimental group whose
teacher used planning organizational charts in developing thinking
skills.

Keywords: Effectiveness, planning organizations, Basic thinking skills,

Kindergarten children.
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Summary

This study aimed to identify the problems of teaching the Arabic
language in elementary schools in Kuwait, and their most important
reasons, the study used a questionnaire to collect data from the
sample, and the most important findings of the study were as

follows:

— The general mean for all study axes was (3.47), with a high
verbal significance, which indicates a high degree of problems

in teaching Arabic in elementary schools in Kuwait.

— There are no statistically significant differences between the
answers of the respondents regarding the degree of the
Existence of problems of teaching the Arabic language in
elementary schools in Kuwait and their most important reasons,
which are due to the variables: gender, number of years of

service, and educational district.

Keywords: problems of teaching the Arabic language,

elementary schools.
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The role of E-learning in promoting the
knowledge society from the point of view
of postgraduate students at the Faculty
of Education - Damascus University

Abstract

The aim of this research is to reveal the role of E-learning in
promoting the knowledge society from the point of view of
postgraduate students in the Faculty of Education - Damascus
University, and to identify the differences in this role according to the
variables of "academic qualification" and "specialization”, and the
researcher followed the descriptive approach, adopting a questionnaire
(research tool) that included (24) items distributed over the following
three areas: (generation and production of knowledge - dissemination
and sharing of knowledge - knowledge application and employment),
as the questionnaire was distributed to a simple random sample of
(111) individuals. Graduate students (Masters - PhD) at the Faculty of
Education - Damascus University for the academic year 2021-2022,
the research reached the following results that the role of E-learning in
promoting the knowledge society came to a medium degree, as the
total arithmetic mean of the respondents' responses was (2.28), and
there are no statistically significant differences at the significance level
(a<0.05) between the average scores of postgraduate students' answers
about the role of E-learning in promoting the knowledge society due to
the academic qualification and specialization variable.

The research concluded with a number of suggestions around
giving the role of E-learning in promoting serious attention and
broader horizons in order to achieve the maximum possible benefit in
promoting the knowledge society.

Keywords : (E-learning, knowledge society, graduate studies).
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The Effectiveness of Utilizing Flipped Learning Strategy in
Developing the Sixth Graders' Attitudes towards English
Language Subject .

Abstract

The research aimed at examining the effectiveness of utilizing
the flipped learning strategy in developing the sixth graders'
attitudes towards English Language subject. The quasi-
experimental design was utilized. The sample of the study consisted
of 62 sixth-grade pupils who were chosen randomly at Hashem
Mansour School. They were equally divided into two groups: The
experimental group which were taught by utilizing the flipped
learning strategy, and the control group which were taught by the
usual way. Outcomes of the research revealed that there were
statistically significant differences between the means of scores of
the experimental and control groups of sixth graders in the total
achievement test for the experimental group. The Most Important
Results of the Research: - There were statistically significant
differences between the mean scores of the sixth graders of the
experimental group in the pre and post applications of attitude
scale towards the English language of the sixth graders in the
English language subject. The difference was in favor of the direct
post application - .There were statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the sixth graders of the experimental
group that studied according to the flipped learning strategy and the
control group that studied by the usual way, and the difference was
in favor of the experimental group. - It was found that the value of
Blake (adjusted gain) was 1.3, and that indicated the effectiveness
of the flipped learning strategy in developing the sixth grade
pupils' attitudes towards the English language subject. According
to the outcomes of the research , the researcher suggested the
following: 1-Using  the flipped learning strategy in teaching
English in the various stages of education. 2-Promoting the use of
flipped learning strategy in teaching because it's important to raise
the motivation of the learner. 3-Conducting further studies to
determine the effectiveness of the flipped learning strategy in
developing positive attitudes towards other subjects.

Key words : flipped learning strategy- Attitude
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1. Introduction:

English is the first language of the six languages that are used
widely around the world. In education, English has become the
main language of communication. It is spoken by billions of people
all over the world. English language has spread around the world.
Akbulut believed that English language had become a means of
learning and scientific research in education at universities and
institutes. It was also the language of diplomatic business and
professions (Akbulut, 2007, p.53). Yang (1996) and Lin (1999)
claimed that many English language learners suffered from weak
English performance. Yang pointed out that the main reasons for
these learners' weak performance in English is the lack of learning
motivation and the appropriate learning attitude. Moreover, Chen
et al (2003) also found that 23.6% of graders would like to give up
learning English according to their questionnaire of motivations for
learning English. This means that the first priority of teachers
should be to form positive attitudes towards learning English , and
to stimulate their motivation towards learning English, if they want
to improve their graders abilities in English language. That will
help the graders to get the English language more easily.

If an individual wants to do a task, it is essential to have the
desire to complete that task. Therefore, the formation of graders'
positive attitudes towards learning English is very important for
learning this language. That is why , Chang (2006) pointed out that
the priority is to stimulate learners’ learning motivation while
teachers are teaching teach.

2. Research Problem

As a teacher of English language for sixth graders | observed

that

most of the sixth graders have negative attitudes towards English
language. The researcher reinforced this observation by applying an
attitude scale towards English language on a random sample of 20
graders of the study community outside the research sample. The
study concluded that 60% of the pupils had negative attitudes
towards the English language, and this may be due to the traditional
methods that most teachers use in teaching English language
Those methods made the teacher the center of the educational
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process without any positive role for the pupil , which leads to the
pupil’s alienation from the subject , so pupils form negative
attitudes towards English language. According to the above, the
problem of the study is determined by the fact that sixth graders
have negative attitudes towards English language. It should be
noted that there are many previous studies that concentrated, in
their proposals , on the need to use the flipped learning strategy in
teaching for different subjects and in their attitudes towards the
subjects, such as: the study of Othman (2016), the study of Abu
Jalba (2016), and the study of Abanmi (2016).There are also
recommendations of global conferences to use use the flipped
learning, such as “The Flipped Learning Academy is the first
project at UNC 2018 and the Queen Rania Academy Teachers
Skills Conference 2019.” The two conferences recommended to
generalize utilizing the flipped learning strategy at school and at the
university. Therefore, the researcher wanted to identify the
effectiveness of the flipped learning strategy in developing the sixth
graders’ attitudes towards English language by answering the
following question: What is the effectiveness of utilizing the
flipped learning strategy in developing sixth graders' attitudes
towards English language?
3. Research Significance

The importance of this research is clarified in the following
important points. First, The results and recommendations of the
study may benefit in developing and applying the flipped learning
strategy in the classroom environment at schools in Syria.
Secondly, this research may contribute to guide teachers and
educational decision-makers to develop curricula according to
modern attitudes in the field of information and communication
technology and in the field of education. So modern teaching
strategies such as flipped learning strategy could be employed.

In addition, this research may contribute to enrich the Arab
educational literature related to flipped learning topics, as the
previous literature suffered from the lack of research in this field.

132



RELY I Jpad g 3 2023 ale 32 amll 45 alaall Gyl dasly dlaa
anild c5ils

4.Aim of Research
The research aimed at examining the effectiveness of utilizing
the flipped learning strategy in developing the attitudes of sixth
graders towards the English language in Homs governorate.
5. Research Hypothesis
In order to verify the effectiveness of the flipped learning

strategy in developing the attitudes of sixth graders towards English
language in Homs Governorate, an experiment was conducted in
the academic year (2021/2022) at Hashem Mansour School. The
research attempted to test the following hypotheses at the
significant level (a=0.05)
1.There were no statistically significant differences between the
mean of scores of sixth graders in the experimental group in their
attitudes towards English language in the pre and post applications
of the attitude scale towards English language.
2.There were no statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of sixth graders in the experimental and control groups
in their attitudes towards English language in the dire application of
the attitude scale towards English language.
6. Limitations of the Research
The research was carried out during the second semester of the
academic year(2021/ 2022).

6.1.Human Limitations

The pupils of the research consisted of all sixth graders in the
Directorate of Education in Homs. They formed the pupils of the
research.

6.2.Time Limitation

The research was conducted in the second semester of the
academic year 2021-2022.

6.3.Spatial Limitations

The research was delivered to both groups in Hashem Mansour
School.
7.Study terms and procedural definitions
The strategy

Al-Obaidi defined strategy as: the mechanism that is used by the
teacher in organizing and implementing a set of educational
methods, means and activities in order to achieve specific goals. It
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.

is the basis of the educational process. The success of the teacher
and the lesson depends on this strategy.
Flipped learning

Lage (2000) defined flipped learning as "the reversing of the
classroom in the sense that events that traditionally occurred in the
classroom now occur outside the classroom, and vice versa ".
Flipped learning strategy:

Bergman and Sames (2014) defined it as: A method based on
reversing learning tasks between home and classroom. What the
graders do in class, they do at home, and the homework they do at
home, they will do in class (p.123). Al-Zain (2015) defined it as: a
teaching strategy centered around graders rather than teachers
.Graders watch educational videos using audio-visual techniques,
virtual simulations, TV stories and worksheets in their homes
before class time, while the teacher uses class time to provide an
active interactive environment in which graders are guided and
apply what they have learned at home(p.6). The researcher defines
it procedurally as: a set of procedures and steps practiced by sixth-
graders in learning the English language. Graders watch a short
educational video of the lectures at home before class, while the
teacher uses class time to provide an active interactive environment
in which pupils are guided and apply what they have learned at
home, in a way that develops their learning and their attitudes
towards English language.

Attitude:

Faraj (2007) defined it as: a state of mental and nervous
readiness that is organized through external experience, and exerts
a directive or dynamic influence on the individual's responses to all
topics and situations related to them (p.794).

Al-Ayuni (2017) believed that the attitude is a feeling about an
issue or a topic, whether by acceptance or rejection.

The researcher defines it procedurally as: the mental and
psychological readiness of the sixth graders towards the English
language. It is measured by the scores of the graders on the attitude
scale towards the English language subject.
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8.Research Methodology

The quasi-experimental design was used because it is the most
appropriate design for such studies. In this research, the graders
were divided into two groups, the first was an experimental group
that was taught according to the flipped learning strategy and the
second was the control group that was taught by the usual way.
9.Research Community and its Sample

The study community consisted of all sixth graders who were
between 11-12 years old in the first cycle of basic education in the
Directorate of Education in Homs in the second semester of the
academic year 2021 - 2020..

The sample consisted of two groups of sixth graders who
were randomly chosen from Hashem Mansour School, where the
researcher teaches English. In addition, the school head master
showed great cooperation in completing this study, and the
conditions of the school allowed to apply this study.
10.Research tool
A scale of attitudes toward English language

The aim of the scale is to measure the effectiveness of the
flipped learning strategy in developing an attitude towards English
language A- Verifying the validity of the scale of
attitude towards English language subject

The researcher reviewed a number of studies that dealt with
attitude scales in different subjects, in order to prepare a scale of
attitude towards the English language that fits the level of sixth
graders. The researcher adopted Likert scale, which consists of five
points.

In its initial form, the scale consisted of (24) items, which were
divided into three dimensions: The attitude towards the nature of
English language which has five items, the attitude towards
learning English Which has eight items, and the attitude towards
the enjoyment of English language which has seven items.

-Scale validity
The validity of the scale was verified in two ways :
1.Refree's Validity

It is called the apparent validity or validity in the content. The
scale was presented in its initial form to a group of specialists from
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the universities of Al-Baath, Damascus and Tishreen to find out
their opinions on the suitability of the scale for the level of sixth
grades - the clarity of the wording - the extent to which the
paragraphs belong to each of the three domains of the scale and the
scale was reviewed in light of the referees’ observations; Four
items have been omitted from the total number of items of the
scale, so that the scale in its final form consisted of 20 items.
2.Internal reliability

The accuracy of the internal reliability of the scale was verified
by applying it to a sample of 12 sixth graders at Hashem Mansour
School. The Pearson correlation coefficient was calculated between
the scores of each item in the scale and the overall score of the
scale using SPSS software. The following table shows this:
Table (1): the correlation coefficient between each item and the
total score of the English language attitudes scale.

Correlation Correlation
Clause coefficient with Clause coefficient with
the total score the total score

of the scale of the scale

1 0.766** 11 0.766**

2 0.666* 12 0.775**

3 0.655* 13 0.683*

4 0.831** 14 0.619*

5 0.856** 15 0.764**

6 0.945** 16 0.746**

7 0.766** 17 0.747**

8 0.859** 18 0.658**

9 0.864** 19 0.778**

10 0.834** 20 0.727**

(**) a function at the 0.01 significance level, (*) a function at the
0.05 significance level.

It is clear from the previous table that the correlation
coefficients between each item and the overall score of the scale as
a whole are statistically significant at the level (0.01 and 0.05). This
means that the items of the scale are characterized by their internal
reliability, and it assures the researcher the possibility of applying
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the scale to the study sample. Then the researcher calculated the

Pearson correlation coefficient between each dimension of the scale

with the total score of the scale. The following table illustrates this:

Table (2):

Correlation coefficient of the

the dimension dimension with the total score of
the scale
1-The attitude towards the 0.966%*
nature of the English language '
2- The attitude towards learning
: 0.983**
the English language
3- The attitude towards the 0.977%*

enjoyment of English language

It is clear from the above table that all correlation coefficients for
the three dimensions are statistically significant at the level of
significance (0.01). This indicates that the scale is characterized by
a high degree of internal reliability, which confirms to the
researcher the possibility of applying the scale to the study sample.
It is clear from the previous two tables (1and 2) that all correlation
coefficients between each paragraph and the total score of the scale
as a whole, as well as between each dimension and the total score
of the scale are statistically significant at the level (0.01 and 0.05).

This means that the items of the scale are characterized by
internal rekiability, and it assures the researcher the possibility of
applying the scale to the study sample.

B - The reliability of the scale of attitude towards the English
language

The researcher calculated the reliability coefficient in the scale of
attitude towards the English language, in the following two ways:
1.The method of fragmentation into two halves :

This method is based on dividing the items of the scale into
two equal parts. After dividing the items of the scale into two
halves, the researcher calculated the Pearson correlation coefficient
between the two halves of the scale. It was a value of ( 0.704),
which is a high stability value that confirms the validity of the
study procedures.
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2. Alpha Kronbach Method:

This is the second method used by the researcher to check the
reliability of the scale.
Alpha- Kronbach coefficient for all items was (0.765). This value
confirmed for the researcher that the scale is of high stability
The following table (3) the coefficient of Alpha-Kronbach stability
for each dimension of the scale:

Stability coefficient value

N=12 Scale dimensions Kronbach's fragmentation into
alpha coefficient two halves:

The first
dimension: the
1 attitude towards 0.802
the nature of the
English language

0.827

The second
dimension: the
2 attitude towards 0.789 0.699

learning the
English language

The third
dimension: the
3 attitude towards 0.781 0.805
enjoyment of the
English language

4 Total scale 0.765 0.704

Through the previous table it is clear that all dimensions of the
scale were characterized by high degrees of stability, and this
means that it is valid for use in the current research.

The equivalence between the experimental group and the
control group in the attitude towards the English language
before applying the study:

To verify the equivalence between the experimental group and the
control group in the attitude towards English language, the
researcher confirmed the following hypothesis:

There were no statistically significant differences at the 5%
level between the means of scores of the experimental and control
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groups in the pre- application of the scale of attitude towards the
English language.
Table No.(4) the equivalence between the experimental group and
the control group in the attitude towards the English language.
The pre application of the scale of the attitude towards the English
language. T-test for two independent groups

control group

experimental

. the
/ﬂft;gt groulgl_ggetest T degree of Sig decision
value | freedom(df)
Mean star_1da_1rd Mean star_lda_lrd
deviation deviation
The first
dimension:
the attitude Not
towards the | 10.86 1.35 10.96 1.24 0.297 58 0.767 | statistically
nature of the significant
English
language
The second
dimension:
the attitude Not
towards 14.26 1.74 14.16 1.08 0.267 58 0.790 | statistically
learning the significant
English
language
The third
dimension:
the attitude Not
towards 17.70 3.49 18.13 4.21 0.433 58 0.666 | statistically
enjoyment of significant
the English
language
Not
Total scale | 42.83 5.05 43.26 4.33 0.356 58 0.723 | statistically
significant
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11 . Study results and suggestions

To answer the question of the research: What is the effectiveness
of utilizing the flipped learning strategy in developing sixth graders'
, the following null

attitudes towards  English
hypotheses were verified:

language?

1.There were no statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of the sixth graders in the experimental group in their
attitudes towards English language in the direct pre and post

applications of the attitude scale towards the English language.

To verify the hypothesis, the means and standard deviations of the
scores of the experimental group were extracted in the direct pre
and post applications of the attitude scale towards the English
language, and the T-test was used for two correlated samples, and

the results were as follows: Table (5):

Table (5) T-test results for the statistical significance of the
differences between the mean scores of the experimental group in
the pre and post applications of the attitude scale towards English

language.
experimental experimental Sig
group/ pretest group/ the direct T deg;ee (2- degi]seion
N=30 post test. N=30 tailed)
value | freedom
Mean | standard | Mean | standard (df)
deviation deviation
The first dimension:
the attitude towards |, g6 | 454 | 1683 | 126 |18126| 58 | 0.000 | S2ustically
the nature of the significant
English language
The second
dimension: the Statisticall
attitude towards 14.16 1.08 23.73 1.41 29.414 58 0.000 | >Haustically
. X significant
learning the English
language
The third dimension:
the attitude towards | 1013|451 | 2830| 419 | 9363 | 58 | 0.000 |Stalistically
enjoyment of the significant
English language
Total scale 4326 | 433 |6886| 428 |22984| 58 | 0000 |Statistically
significant
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Table(5) showed that there were statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the graders of the experimental group
in the pre and post applications of the attitude scale towards the
English language among the sixth graders in the English language
subject in the overall scale. The difference was in favor of the direct
post-application. The mean of the scores of the graders of the
experimental group on their attitude towards English language scale
in the pre-application was (43.26), while it was in the direct post-
application (68.86), and that indicates an increase in the attitude of
the graders of the experimental group after applying Flipped
learning strategy on the experimental group.

The results of this study were in agreement with the study of
Jendeya (2016) and (Al-Harbi and Alshumaimeri, 2016). All these
studies confirmed the effectiveness of the flipped learning strategy
in developing the attitude towards the English language.
2.There were no statistically significant differences between the
mean scores of sixth graders in the experimental and control group
in their attitudes towards English language in the direct post
application of the scale of attitude towards the English language.

To verify the hypothesis, the means and standard deviations of
the scores of the graders of the control and experimental groups
were extracted in the direct post-application of the attitude scale
towards English language subject, and the T-test was used for two
independent samples, and the results were as follows: Table (6)
Table (6) results of the T-test for statistical significance of the
differences between the mean scores of the graders of the control
and experimental groups in the direct post application of the
attitude scale towards English language.
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control group / experimental Sig the
the direct post group/ the direct dearee of (2- decision
test. N=30 post test. N=30 | T value free?jom( df) tailed)
Mean | standard | Mean | standard
deviation deviation
The first
dimension: the
attitude Statistically
towards the 11.30 1.20 16.83 1.26 17.352 58 0.000 S
significant
nature of the
English
language
The second
dimension: the
attitude Statistically
towards 14.10 1.09 23.73 141 29.533 58 0.000 o
learning the significant
g
English
language
The third
dimension: the
attitude Statistically
towards 17.70 4.05 28.30 4.19 9.954 58 0.000 s
. significant
enjoyment of
the English
language
Totalscale | 4310 | 402 | 6886 | 428 | 24.008 58 0.000 | Statistically
significant

Table(6) showed that there was a statistically significant difference
between the mean scores of the graders of the experimental group
that studied according to the flipped learning strategy and the
control group that studied by the usual way, and the difference was
in favor of the experimental group. Thus, the attitudes of the
experimental group was higher than that of the control group who

studied by the usual way.

This means that the activities and worksheets that were prepared for
teaching according to the flipped learning strategy worked to
develop the attitudes of the graders of the experimental group
towards the English language subject.
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To determine the effectiveness of the flipped learning strategy in
developing the attitude towards the English language subject, the
researcher calculated ratio of adjusted gain by applying Blake
rule to test the effectiveness, which states:

Adjusted gain ratio = (x-y)/(d-y) + (x-y)/d

whereas:

X = mean scores of pupils in the post-test.

y= mean scores of pupils in the pre-test.

D = the maximum score for the test.

The program is effective if the rate of gaining exceeds (1.2)
according to Black.

By applying the rule to the mean scores of the experimental group
in the direct pre and post application of the attitude scale towards
the English language subject, it was found that the value of Blake
(adjusted gain) amounted to 1.3, and this indicated the effectiveness
of the flipped learning strategy in developing the sixth graders'
attitudes towards the English language subject .

12 . The Most Important Results of the Research

-There were statistically significant differences between the mean
scores of the sixth graders of the experimental group in the pre and
post applications of attitude scale towards the English language of
the sixth graders in the English language subject. The difference
was in favor of the direct post application.

-There were statistically significant differences between the mean

scores of the sixth graders of the experimental group that studied
according to the flipped learning strategy and the control group that
studied by the usual way, and the difference was in favor of the
experimental group.
- It was found that the value of Blake (adjusted gain) was 1.3, and
that indicated the effectiveness of the flipped learning strategy in
developing the sixth grade pupils' attitudes towards the English
language subject.
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Research Suggestions:
In light of the results of the study, the researcher suggested the

following:

1-Using the flipped learning strategy in teaching English in the
various stages of education.

2-Promoting the use of flipped learning strategy in teaching
because it's important to raise the motivation of the learner.

3-Conducting further studies to determine the effectiveness of the
flipped learning strategy in developing positive attitudes towards
other subjects.

4-1dentifying the obstacles of utilizing flipped learning strategy in
teaching English and trying to obviate them.

5-Holding training courses for teachers to use flipped learning
strategy in teaching and embed it in educational situations.

6-Preparing teachers before serving in colleges of education to
receive appropriate training to use new teaching strategies derived
from modern educational theories such as the flipped learning
strategy.

7- Providing schools with appropriate technical tools, modern
laboratory equipment, and high-speed internet to help the teacher
prepare the necessary materials according to the flipped learning
strategy.
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Abstract

The study aimed to Disclosure of the effectiveness of Competitive
learning strategy in the development of creative thinking.

This study used the semi-experimental approach for the detection
of the impact of Competitive learning strategy in development of creative
thinking.

After the theoretical review and after the theoretical review of
previous studies in the area of current research, and access to educational
literature to design the tests and methods of verification of suitability for
the application, was adopted on creative thinking test.

The study finished to:

e There is a statistically significant difference between the means
of students in the experimental group scores in the direct post
and tribal — application of the creative thinking test.

e There is a statistically significant difference between the means
of students in the control group scores in the direct post and
tribal- application of the creative thinking test

e There is a statistically significant difference between the means

of students in the experimental and control groups in the direct
post- application of the creative thinking test

Keywords: Strategy, Competitive learning, creative thinking
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