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Abundance study of jellyfish Aequorea forskalea Péron & Lesueur,
1810 in the coastal water of the Lattakia city

Samer Mamish! Dr. Hani Durgham? Dr. Samar Ikhtiyar?
Abstract:

This paper studied the distribution and abundance of jellyfish Aequorea
forskalea Péron & Lesueur (1810), and its relation with changes in some major
ecological and biological factors such as temperature, salinity, zooplankton
biomass, zooplankton abundance, Copepoda abundance and fish egg, during
the study period between March 2017 and December 2018, in two coastal
areas located south and north of Lattakia coast, each area has different
environmental characteristics than the other. A. forskalea sampling were
carried out horizontally draught at the surface layer, using a WP3-type
plankton net, with a diameter of 1000 microns.

The results showed that the highest abundances of A. forskalea species in
both study areas were in spring, followed by summer and then decreased
significantly in fall, and disappeared completely in winter. The highest A.
forskalea species abundances were close to inshore and decreased toward
open sea.

The results also showed that the most important effect on the A. forskalea
abundance off the Lattakia coastal waters was due to the living factors
represented by the zooplankton biomass, zooplankton abundance, Copepoda
abundance and fish egg, followed by a weak effect of non-living environmental

factors such as salinity and temperature.

Keywords: Aequorea forskalea, jellyfish, hydromedusa, Syrian coast, eastern

Mediterranean basin
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