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Abstract
This academic study explores the problematic of employing religious heritage in
the poetry collections *Akhadeed* (Grooves) and *Al-Kaf* (The Letter K) by
Syrian poet Huthaifa Al-Arji, viewing them as texts that epitomize the collective
memory and suffering of Syria. The study adopts an integrative methodological
approach, bridging theories of intertextuality and cultural criticism to examine the
mechanisms of invoking religious figures and theological terminology, and to
analyze their synthesis within the emotional and existential structure of the Syrian
reality. The research concludes that Al-Arji does not merely utilize heritage in a
formalistic manner; rather, he reconstructs it to serve as a philosophical and
moral foundation that endows Syrian sacrifices with epic dimensions. By doing
so, he transforms the symbols of 'grooves' and 'the letter K" into universal
signifiers embodying the eternal struggle between truth and tyranny. Relying on
the procedural framework of the critic Julia Kristeva, the study argues that the
poet subjects the religious text to a process of 'hermeneutic displacement,
shifting it from its static devotional context into a vibrant critical and social sphere,
thereby imbuing the poem with renewed semantic energy capable of

encompassing the tragedy of contemporary reality.

Keywords: Huthaifa al-Araji, religious heritage, intertextuality, Akhadeed, Lu'nat
al-Kaf.
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