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Anatomy and Its Role in the Development of Ophthalmology among

Scholars of the Arab and Islamic East during the Abbasid Era

(132-923 AH / AD 750-1517)

Abstract

Anatomy was one of the most important sciences that contributed to the
development of ophthalmology among scholars of the Arab and Islamic
East during the Abbasid era. It enabled physicians to understand the
structure of the eye and the functions of its parts, as well as to identify the
location of diseases, whether within the eye itself or associated with other
parts of the body. This knowledge was reflected in their ophthalmological
writings, where they described the eye’s humors, layers, muscles, and
eyelids, and explained the function of each in vision, eye movement, and
protection. Physicians applied this anatomical knowledge to the diagnosis
and treatment of eye diseases, and it also contributed to the development of
surgical instruments designed in accordance with the anatomical structure
of the eye, thereby improving the success of ophthalmic surgical
procedures.

Keywords:

Anatomy, Ophthalmology, Ocular Anatomy, Abbasid Era.
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