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Trade Relations between Bengal and the Coasts of the Arabian Peninsula

From the Pre-Islamic Era to the End of the Abbasid Period

Dr: Ziad Said AL. Shhatha *

Summary:

The Arabs had a significant commercial presence in the Indian Ocean
long before the advent of Islam. This maritime trading activity was further
strengthened with the rise and spread of Islam across vast territories,
establishing Arabs and Muslims as the undisputed masters of Indian Ocean
navigation for several centuries. During this period, they served as the primary

conduits for goods and commodities between East and West.

Bengal occupies a strategically vital position, bordering China and
distinguished by its navigable waterways and extensive coastline along the Indian
Ocean. These geographical advantages made Bengal a key hub on the trade
routes connecting the Arab lands with China, lying roughly midway between the
two. Moreover, Bengal's abundance of diverse local products attracted Arab
merchants in great numbers, both to the region and its people. Consequently,
Bengal evolved into a vast global emporium where Eastern and Western goods

converged. Given that the maritime route between the Arab world and China

* Lecturer in the department of history, Specializing in Arabs and Islamic history. Syria.
Ziadalshhatha@gmail.com
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was occasionally fraught with peril, Bengal's commercial significance was further

elevated.

Keywords: Arabian Peninsula — Bengal - China - Indian Ocean -

Commercial Activity
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