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Moroccan-American Relations in the Nineteenth Century: A
Study in Diplomatic Correspondence and Commercial Conflict
in the Mediterranean Sea

Abstract:

The research traces the trajectory of diplomatic and commercial relations
that brought together the Moroccan government and the United States of America
during the nineteenth century, relying on the exchanged correspondence between
sultans, presidents, and consuls as primary material for analysis. The study of
those correspondences reveals that they were not merely a means of
communication, but rather evolved into an instrument of pressure and negotiation
that reflected the shifts in the balance of power in the western basin of the
Mediterranean Sea, as the diplomatic discourse transitioned from a tone of amity
and parity in the early decades to the language of warning and protest as the
century progressed, particularly following the growth of the American fleet and
the expansion of its commercial networks, against the backdrop of Morocco's
declining negotiating capacity resulting from escalating European pressures. The
research addressed the core issues of commercial conflict, such as customs duties,
the protection of ships from accidents and piracy, and the question of consular
privileges, wherein a divergence in the concept of sovereignty between the two
parties became apparent, as the Moroccan government viewed the application of
its laws as a sovereign right, while the American side considered it a breach of
international law. The research also examined the impact of European
interventions, especially British, French, and Spanish, in altering the course of the
relationship from bilateral negotiation to collective negotiations subject to
European oversight, which was manifested in the Madrid Conference of 1880, as
the Moroccan coastal cities, such as Tangier, Essaouira, and Asilah, turned into a
stage for undeclared rivalry among foreign consuls, reflecting a cultural and
political gap that widened with each decade, ultimately leading the relationship in
the late nineteenth century to a state of stagnation that paved the way for a new
phase at the turn of the twentieth century in which the United States was no longer
an independent partner in the Mediterranean.

Keywords: Diplomatic Correspondence, Morocco, Commercial Conflict,
American Government, Consular Privileges.
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@ Gallimore, Mark K. "Thomas Jefferson, the 'Barbary Pirates,' and the Law of Nations." Master's
Thesis, Lehigh University, 2002, pp. 37.
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Moroceo : 1788 217

rspected snd enjoy all the Privileges which the Cenanla of any other
Nation enjoy, snd if anyof the Citizens of the United States shall con-
tract any Dedts or engagements, the Clorsul shall nos be in any
Manner ac:ountable for them, unlees he shall have given 1 Promise in
writing forthe payment or fulfilling thereof, without which promise in
Writing no Applicstion to bim for any redress shall be made,

e

If any differsnces shall arise by eithar Party infringing cn any of the
Artielss of this Tresty, Peace and Hermony shall ransin notwith-
suanding in the fullest fores, untill o friendly Application g0l bomade
for an Arrengement, and untill that Applicstion shall be rejected, no
sppeal ehall be made to Arme.  Aad if a War shall break vut beiwean
the Partics, Nine Maontls shall ba grented to all the Subjects of both
Farties, to dispoes of their Efecta and retire with ther Froperty.
And it is further declered that whatever indulgesces in Trade or ether-
wisaghall be granted wo any of the Christian Fowers. the Citizena of tae
United States shall bs equally entitled to them.

25,
This Treaty shall continue in foll Foree, with the help of God for
Fifty Yaan.
Wa havedelvered this Book into the Hands of the befors-inentionad
Thomas Berelsy on the first day of tha blessed Morth of Raasadan, in
the Tear One thousand twe hundred

I cartify thab the annex’d is o trus Copy of the Translaton made by
Lieae Cardozs Nufies, Interpreter at Moroceo, of the treaty betwesn
the Emperer of Morocce end the United States of America.

Tao* BanoLay

Trarelation of the additonsl Artide

Grace to the only God

I the underwritten the Seevant of God, Teher Ben Abdelhaok Fen-
nigh do certify thet His Imperial Majesty my Master ‘whom God
preservef having concluded & Treaty of Poaco and Commeres with
the United States of Americs kas ordered mwa the hotar o eorpleat
it and in addition of the bentls Articlo ol the Treaty to declars " Thet,
"if any Vessel belonging to tha United States shal be iv ary of the
“Porte of His Msjesty's Diominions, or within Guashot of his Foris,
Tigha shall be protected ns much s possible and no Vessel whotever

() Miller, Treaties and Other International Acts of the United States of America, p. 217.
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1. Miller, Hunter (ed.): Treaties and Other International Acts of the United
States of America, Vol. 2, Washington: Government Printing Office,
1931.

2. U.S. Department of State: Treaty of Peace and Friendship between the
United States and Morocco, 1786, Article 24, in: Treaty of Peace and
Friendship, Morocco, June 28 and July 15, 1786.

) Ll
)

alyys Sl el 3Kl RSl -l lidall dylay : il Siiallae canly) L1
22018 2da g ccluladll

palall SNy ccaprall )i e e ha¥s okl el ol (s dens o Goaall calleyy .2
62024 1k sy

Gyl (oY) 3K capSl LAl LY Jaasall SEEY) aaeal fgme Gas deas (Jps 3
2010 <1k

Al el 8 alshiy Coall SaY (mse) Al e sl taalyl (lSa 4
Al s ¢ smaladl pandl () DY) 8 Lo e AgSally Al hendly due Laial )y Al
22000 1 celiad) lall cdipaal)

—aleg ) Asallad) Aabiadl 8 La)sas Baseal) Adlendll BBl 105 AT Hsile dana (a5
22011 1b applal capilly piall Lilashy o( LS

22003 1k e cagysily paall Hlie ¢ alall) 238 308 1 dgeas cilad .6

166



@GW@Y\J&,}L}J&\?‘,&J!M e daala Aaa
A5 (A gy 2 2026 ale 7 anmli 48 alaall

22002 (1ds ccigym casa ol caslall il f o (Baa (>l 7

(Il cdaall gz comn) cull 3 Ld w508 1Sl Ly ) taeaa o i) .8
.+2004
#2005

Taalal) Jibel) —

e s al8 ol Hald ad) cayrall o pe ASuye) dpuslpnd) B soland Sy 1
A deas daala chge Win Vs Al aslall 40K ¢ tiale Al (220 ol Caaiie
22019 ¢ il 3

2. Gallimore, Mark K.: "Thomas Jefferson, the 'Barbary Pirates," and the Law
of Nations", Master's Thesis, Lehigh University, 2002.
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1. Chaouch, Khalid: The Language of Gifts between Morocco and the USA
from Late 18th to Mid-19th cc, Mohammedia: Publication of Hassan 11

University, 2008.

2. Peskin, Lawrence A.: Three Consuls: Capitalism, Empire, and the Rise and
Fall of America's Mediterranean Community, 1776-1840, Cambridge
University Press, 2024.
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