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The endowment of lightning on the educational and regional
institutes during the mamluk era in Egypt and Bilad al Sham

and al- Hijaz.

Abstract The wagf endowments was one of the most important
reasons for establishing and caring for educational and religious
institutions. The well standing people were keen to illuminate and
lighting these facilities with industrial lighting available in that era
in order to complete their mission. In these endowments in
particular, the lighting of lamps was an indicator and a sign of the
beginning of certain seasons, such as the month of Ramadan and
the time of Suhour. The well standing people were keen on gifting
the holy places and making them appear in the most beautiful way.
The wagf endowments also allocated salaries to those who
perform the task of lighting the lamps and called the stokers. The
sources also had special tools for them to help them carry out the
cleaning and burning process, and there were special qualities that
should be available in light men [waggad] and women who worked
in this profession appeared, especially in places designated for
women. Lamps and other lighting elements in the Mamluk era
became very beautiful and highly decorated pieces of
art. Sometimes the names of those well standing people or the
waqgf endowments donors [wagqiflwere engraved on it, and
testified to the artistic progress of that era.

Wagf- lightning — al-gindil — Mamluk era.
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