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Police in the Islamic Ages

ABSTRACT

The police is considered one of the important systems that were
established in the Islamic state, where its first features appeared and
developed with the development of the state and the expansion of
its borders during the era of the Prophet and the Rightly Guided
Caliphs, especially during the reign of Omar bin al-Khattab( may
God be pleased with him) when the night watchmen system was
enacted, as well as during the reign of Othman and Ali( may God
be pleased with them), And in response to certain historical
circumstances that led to the generalization of this system in the
Islamic regions .

During the Umayyad and Abbasid eras, the police system
developed and the scope of its effectiveness and responsibilities
expanded and its specializations varied, so the police had a special
office headed by the police chief with assistants whose task was to
organize the affairs of its members and carry out the tasks entrusted
to them in maintaining security and stability in the state. Moreover,
they got their own uniforms, clothes, weapons and salaries.

This development remained in place throughout the Islamic ages
in Andalusia, the Maghreb and the Mamluks, and it became more
organized and one of the largest jobs in the Islamic state.

The police was also associated with other Islamic systems such as
al-Hesbah and the judiciary, and they were similar in their tasks,
duties and goals in some aspects, and differed in others.

Key words: Islamic systems, Arab Islamic police Service, Arab-
Islamic civilization.
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