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The beginnings of the naval activity of
the Arab Islamic fleet

ABSTRACT

There is no doubt that the Islamic navy was not created all at once,
and it was not the product of the era in which it appeared on the
historical stage with its strength and great importance. Rather, its roots
extend to an early stage of Islamic history. The organizer of the
Levant, Egypt and Morocco, and the accompanying entry of the
Berber tribes into Islam, and this formed the fertile soil in order to
work on the use of a naval force that would strengthen the land forces
and help them complete the process of conquest, after the conquerors
found that it was necessary to establish a naval base facing the
Byzantine force Which was taking advantage of the Muslims' lack of
naval power, and was working on sending naval campaigns to
strengthen the Byzantine garrisons in Africa to weaken and break the
Muslims.

The researcher in Islamic history is not aware of the importance of
studying naval forces, whether warlike or commercial, and studying
the maritime activity of every Islamic country in the east and west of
the Islamic world and its goals, because of the great impact it has on
the events of history, both on the civil and political levels, and
contributes to a large extent. In revealing the secrets and essence of
relationships, and revealing the extent of the ability to roam the seas,
engage in them and fight battles in them.

Perhaps this study sheds light on one of the greatest feats of the
Arab-Islamic civilization in the sea world in the first and second
centuries AH /seventh and eighth AD, as the Islamic countries
represented a key area of maritime and commercial power in the
Mediterranean world, despite the conflicts and strife that the stage
witnessed. Maritime activity witnessed a development - even
superiority - that cannot be overlooked in the military field, and it is
not exaggerated that this era was the real founder of the era of Islamic
sovereignty over the islands of the western Mediterranean and the
coasts overlooking this section of the sea, and this had an impact on
the economic capabilities of countries.

Key words: Naval activity, the Arab Islamic fleet, the Islamic naval
campaigns, the conquest of the Mediterranean islands.
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