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Abstract

This study discusses the directions of the functional school
and the trend of the conflicting school in sociology regarding social
contract theory. Some of the renaissance theorists have been taken
as a model of functionalism and "Karl Marx" as a model of conflicting
school. Making a socio—political comparison between the two
schools, the study concluded that there are differences between
them. For instance, functionalism neglects both history and social
change, while "Marx" is concerned with historical determinism.
Furthermore, functionalism focused on the unity of social cohesion
and stability, while "Marx" focused on the principle of conflict.
Moreover, functionalism also justifies absolute power, while the
conflict school denies it. Finally, functionalism focuses on the
necessity of the individual abdicating of his personal freedom in the
social contract where the authority protects the individual, while
conflicting school focuses on the individual awareness of his role, as
an active and influential person, in forming the social contract.

Key words: Social contract, conflict school, functional school, civil

society.
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