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Abstract

The study addresses and analyzes the sociologist Max Weber who had
various interests in the fields of economics, law, and sociology, while it
discusses Weber's religious-economic theory.

The study aims to identify the general framework of the ideas of
some intellectuals, psychologists, and sociologists about the sociology of
religion. Furthermore, the study discusses the impact of religion on social
and economic life, in general, and the impact of Weber's theory in religious
sociology, in particular. The study deeply discusses and analyses Weber's
idea about the effect of Protestant beliefs on forming the social and
economic habits that foster the production and knowing the extent of his
ability to formulate a clear idea regarding this matter.

The study used analytical critical methodology and historical
methodology, and this was done by reviewing Weber's books concerning
religious sociology and his socio-economic ideas. Furthermore, the study
reviewed literature that discussed the field of religious sociology and
Weber's ideas regarding this field. The study analyses and criticizes these
ideas and knowing their validity to be accepted and generalized in different
contexts.

The study concludes that Weber's ideas are credible and the realistic
views from Europe during that period affirmed this credibility. However,
the period in which Max Weber's ideas evolved was accompanied by a
number of variables; such as the industrial and social revolutions. Therefore,
it is not fair to say that religious beliefs are the only reason for emerging
capitalist thought and intensive production. There are many variables to be
taken into consideration for tackling a broad topic such as capitalism.
However, customs, beliefs, and ways of living have a significant impact in
tackling the perceptions of religious believers, their views, ways of
managing their jobs and tasks, their effectiveness, and their success or failure
based on the modern perspective.

Keywords: Religion, beliefs, Doctrine, Protestant, Economic Behavior.
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