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Difficulties of Ottoman Rule in Yemen, 1538-1554 (Wars and
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-Summary-—

Between(1538 and 1554,) Yemen experienced significant challenges
under Ottoman governors due to repeated wars with the Zaidi imams and
internal conflicts within the Zaidi family. Governor Mustafa lzzat
attempted to expand beyond Zabid, but his effort to capture Taiz failed
against the strong Zaidi forces, which strengthened the influence of Imam
Yahya Sharaf al-Din and his sons in the northern regions and the Tihama
areas.

This was followed by the rule of Mustafa al-Nashar, characterized by
relative calm on the fronts; however, internal disputes among Imam
Yahya’s sons, especially between al-Mutahhar and Shams al-Din,
provided the Ottomans with limited opportunities to intervene, as seen
during the arrival of Uways Pasha, who exploited the succession disputes
to extend Ottoman influence.

Under Azdemir Pasha, Ottoman military campaigns against the Zaidis
intensified, facing great difficulties due to the rugged terrain and limited
experience of the Ottoman forces. Despite the use of artillery and war
machinery, Zaidi fortresses and their alliances with the Ashraf prevented
full Ottoman control.

Keywords: Yemen, Ottomans, Zaidi Imams, internal conflicts, Taiz,
Azdemir Pasha, fortresses, military influence.
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